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African Biosafety Network 
of Expertise (ABNE) 

Africa Biosafety Watch  
ABNE NEWSLETTER (January - March, 2016)  

 

A view of participants during the workshop 

NEPAD Agency ABNE welcomes new Head of Regional Office  

 

 

The new Head of Regional Office will be based in Dakar instead of 

Ouagadougou as previously. A new hub has been opened in Dakar this 

year making ABNE nodes three; the Dakar hub, the Kampala node and 

the Ouagadougou one.  

Part of ABNE staff, namely Mr. Samuel Timpo, Senior Program Officer, 

Mr Godwin Lemgo, Program Officer, Ms. Nina Konate, Finance Officer 

and Ms. Mariam Ouédraogo, Secretary will also be deployed to Dakar.  

Biography of the new Regional Head of Office 

Dr. Jeremy T. Ouedraogo, a scientist in genetics and plant breeding, 

holds a PhD degree from the University Laval, Canada. His research 

focused on the use of biotechnology tools in plant breeding. He is 

currently a plant breeder, Head of the Plant Genetics and Biotechnology 

laboratory in the national research system of Burkina Faso. He has  

 

Dr. Jeremy Tinga Ouedraogo has been 

appointed Head of Regional Office of 

NEPAD Agency ABNE, since 1st April 

2016. Dr Ouedraogo takes over from Prof. 

Diran Makinde who has been at the helm 

of ABNE since 2009. Prof. Makinde will 

now serve as Senior Advisor to NEPADôs 

CEO in Midrand, South Africa.  

 
Prof. Diran Makinde welcoming his successor Dr Jeremy Tinga 

Ouedraogo 

http://www.nepadbiosafety.net/
mailto:abne@nepadbiosafety.net
http://nepad-abne.net/nepad-agency-abne-implement-study-tour-india/
http://nepad-abne.net/nepad-agency-abne-implement-study-tour-india/
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contributed to create many cowpea varieties that are released in Burkina Faso and other West African countries. 

Since 2002, Dr. Ouedraogo has been fully involved in biotechnology/biosafety strategy development and 

implementation in his country. He has participated in the committee which elaborated the biosafety guidelines for Bt 

cotton trials and contributed to the approval of the referred trials as a member of the biosafety scientific committee 

member.   

Jeremy is involved in the activities of public awareness and communication on biotechnology engineered crops 

through more than fifty presentations/conferences on modern biotechnology and GM crops in many African 

countries. He is involved in new biotech crops projects for Africa such as cowpea and sorghum in Burkina Faso. He 

has been a nominated Member of the Africa Biofortified Sorghum (ABS) External Advisory Board hosted by Africa 

Harvest Foundation. He is currently member of the Board of Trustees of the African Agricultural Technology 

Foundation (AATF). 

Jeremy was an elected Member of Burkina Faso Parliament from 2007 to April 2011 where he contributed in 

strengthening MPsô awareness in biosciences issues. Jeremy served as Minister of Animal Resources and Fisheries 

of Burkina Faso from 2011 to 2014 

 

Launching of the 

Association of 

National Biosafety 

Agencies in Africa  

 

ABNE team developed a concept paper that was distributed to various 

stakeholders for comments. 

Contacted stakeholders acknowledged the need for the creation of the 

association and the concept was accepted by seven CEOs who attended 

the Consultative Planning Meeting for Intercessional COP MOP Support 

to the Africa group in Pretoria, in December, 2015. 

During the launching of the association in Nairobi, a provisional 

constitution was adopted for further discussions and inputs. A draft logo 

was presented and amended. An inaugural Executive Council was also 

chosen by members with Dr Willy Tonui from Kenya as Chairman and  

 

 

 
Group photo of participants at the launching and maiden meeting 

On 9 March, 2016, on the sidelines of 

the African Biosafety Coordination 

Initiative meeting in Nairobi was 

launched the Association of National 

Biosafety Agencies in Africa (ANBAA). 

Six heads of National Biosafety 

Agencies from Burkina Faso, Ghana, 

Kenya, Nigeria, Senegal and Zambia, 

along NEPAD ABNE representatives 

were present at this launching and 

maiden meeting.  

The idea of the creation of such an 

association came during the NEPAD 

Agency CEO, Dr Ibrahim Mayakiôs 

working visit to ABNE hub in 

Ouagadougou in August 2015. After 

reading the various mission reports and 

listening to presentations, he suggested 

the establishment of the Association of 

national biosafety agencies in ABNEôs 

focus countries.  

 

http://www.nepadbiosafety.net/
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Prof. Chantal Zoungrana from Burkina Faso as Vice-

Chair. 

The Secretary is Mr Eric Okore  from Ghana and the 

Treasurer, Ms. Doris Musonda from Zambia. Mr 

Oussyenou Kasse from Senegal was appointed Financial 

Secretary while Dr Rufus Ebegba from Nigeria is in 

charge of Public Relations.  

The provisional constitution stipulates that any ñnational 

biosafety agency, formally organized with their own 

national laws with a clearly stated mandate to address 

issues in the subject areas of Biosafety and 

Biotechnologyò could be member of ANBAA. According to 

the constitution, ñthe overall spirit is to make things better 

for regulating biosafety in Africa, collaborate, share and 

enhance safe and responsible work with biotechnologyò.  

Ultimately, The Association was established to serve as a 

forum for information sharing on regulatory matters 

including administration. It also seeks to facilitate 

biosafety data portability, biosafety law review/revision, 

collaboration on risk analysis and internship negotiations 

between countries. It also aims to enhance opportunities 

for interaction between scientists and regulators, study 

tours for regulators and policy/decision makers, work 

towards enhancing common position at international 

 

meetings such as COP-MOP, work towards regional 

regulatory harmonization, ownership and sustainability of 

regulatory service provision in Africa, availability of a 

platform for fundraising for NBAôs, public education, 

awareness and capacity building efforts in Africa. 

As to functionality of the association, Mr Godwin Lemgo, 

ABNE Programme Officer for Food safety is the Point of 

Contact from NEAPD Agency ABNE. All ABNE Nodes 

will support the Association and it is hoped that regional 

blocks (COMESA, ECOWAS) will also do so. Technical 

networks launched or being launched by NEPAD Agency 

ABNE and partners will provide expertise in various 

areas. These networks include the Lawyers Network, the 

Food Safety Resource Network, the Socioeconomic 

Network, the Environmental Biosafety Network, the 

Laboratory Detection Network and the Science 

Communications Network.  

Among other things, it is expected that the action of the 

new association will reduce hurdles in sharing data and 

information between countries by promoting regional and 

bilateral agreements between countries and will create a 

critical mass of NBAs with the political will to move 

forward in adopting plant biotechnology. It is also 

anticipated that it will help develop regional African Union 

policies and harmonize regulatory systems in Africa. 

 

 NEPAD Agency ABNE implements a study tour to India 

NEPAD Agency ABNE in 
partnership with Michigan 
State University (MSU), the 
Energy and Resources 
Institute (TERI) and Bejo 
Sheetal Biosciences 
Foundation (BSBF) in India 
successfully implemented a 
10-day study tour program 
from January 17 - 27, 2016 
for 14 delegates from 9 
ABNE focus countries in 
Africa.  The study tour 
program was implemented 
at three locations in India - 
New Delhi, 
Aurangabad/Jalna, and 
Hyderabad in collaboration 
with public and private 
sector institutions.    
 

  

http://www.nepadbiosafety.net/
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share with Africa regulatory publications. It was worth learning that the 

Government of India not only regulates modern biotechnology but also 

promotes it through granting appropriate funding. Biotechnology is considered 

here as part of the means to achieve national priorities including food security.     

Participants also visited 7 seed companies in India namely Rasi Seeds (P) 

Ltd, JK Agri Genetics Ltd. (Jkal), Nath Bio- Genes (I) Ltd, Advanta Limited, 

Maharashtra Hybrid Seeds Co. Ltd and Kalash Seeds Private Limited. This 

was a great opportunity to see Indiaôs leap in the technology area especially in 

the sectors of hybrid seeds and GM seeds, diagnostics kits for GMO detection 

and agricultural genomics research.  India has become the largest producer 

and exporter of cotton globally surpassing China because of using Bt 

technology in hybrid cotton.  The country is experiencing a new agricultural 

revolution through improved seeds. Over 500 seed companies including 

multinationals are currently operating in the country, developing biotech and 

hybrid seeds for Indian small scale farmers. The representatives of the seed 

companies assured participants they were very willing to transfer these 

technologies to Africa. 

This study tour really enabled participants to learn a lot of the India biosafety 

regulatory framework and opportunities for collaboration.  The visit and 

interactions also brought about several opportunities for networking. These 

networking opportunities will be implemented at different levels between 

member states regulatory bodies and Indian Institutions. Operationalization of 

these linkages could start with developing Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOUs), funding proposals and exchange visits. 

 From the discussions, it appeared that India represents a huge market for 

pulses and oil crops estimated a value of $10 billion that Africa can tap in 

through production and trading. 

 

 

 

The main Objective of this study 

was to share information on 

biotechnology and biosafety 

developments in India with special 

emphasis on regulatory 

experiences of Bt cotton and other 

food crops that are in the research 

and development pipeline. The 

study tour also aimed at providing 

opportunities for regulators and 

policy makers from Africa to 

interact with biosafety regulators, 

policy makers and industry 

representatives from India.  

Participants from Burkina Faso, 

Ghana, Kenya, Tanzania, Namibia, 

Nigeria, Swaziland, Togo, Uganda 

and Zambia shared biosafety and 

regulatory Information and 

experience. In a roundtable 

meeting on India ï Africa 

collaboration, Dr Silas Okobusia 

and Dr Moussa Savadogo 

representing NEPAD Agency 

ABNE presented an overview of 

the agricultural biosafety regulatory 

regimes in African countries  and 

highlighted areas for partnership 

with India. From the Indian part, 

key presentations in various 

meetings came from the National 

Regulatory body, in the  Ministry of 

Environment, Forestry and Climate 

Change (MEFCC)The Energy and 

Resource Institute (TERI), , South 

Asia Biotechnology Centre, the 

Indian Council for Food and 

Agriculture (ICFA), and the Institute 

of Biotechnology (IoB). 

The team had particularly the 

opportunity to interact with India 

regulators represented by Dr 

Ranjini Warrier, Director, Ministry 

of Environment and Forest. She 

presented the regulatory 

frameworks of India and expressed 

the willingness of her institution to 

 

 
Participants visiting a seed company 

http://www.nepadbiosafety.net/
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NEPAD Agency ABNE Provides Technical Support for the 

Revision of the Biosafety Implementing Directives in Ethiopia 

 
NEPAD Agency ABNE undertook a 
Biosafety Implementing Directives Review 
Workshop from 11 - 15 January 2016 in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The workshop was 
organized by ABNE in collaboration with 
the Ethiopian Ministry of Environment, 
Forestry and Climate Change. The 
objective of the workshop was to finalize 
the revision of the seven Biosafety 
Implementing Directives in a way that 
ensures alignment with the Amendment to 
the Biosafety Proclamation and also to 
ensure consistency of the national 
Biosafety Implementing Directives with 
international obligations.  
 

 
 

ABNE paid a courtesy call on the President of the University of 

Ouagadougou 

NEPAD Agency ABNE team led by Prof. Diran Makinde, ABNE Director paid a courtesy call on the President of the 

University of Ouagadougou (UO), Prof. Rabiou Cisse on 22nd March, 2016. This is the first time NEPAD ABNE team 

is meeting the new President of the University of Ouagadougou since his appointment to this position in June 2015. 

NEPAD Agency ABNE Director took the opportunity of this visit to congratulate Prof. Cisse on his new position as 

President and he thanked again the University for hosting ABNE since 2010. Prof. Makinde also informed his host 

that part of the team at the NEPAD Agency Ouagadougou node will be deployed to Dakar node with the newly  

appointed Head of Regional Office ABNE, Dr. Tinga 

Jeremie Ouedraogo. NEPAD Agency ABNE will now 

operate from three nodes- Ouagadougou node, the 

Kampala node and a new Hub in Dakar. 

Prof. Makinde finally said goodbye to the President of 

the University as he will be relocating to NEPAD 

Agency headquarters in South Africa. 

The President of the University thanked Prof. 

Makinde and his team for their courtesy visit. He 

wished Prof. Makinde well on his new appointment in 

Johannesburg and expressed his hope that ABNE 

team will continue to implement and strengthen the 

positive action started with Prof. Makinde and the 

University of Ouagadougou for the development of all 

African countries. 

 
From left to right are Mr. Jean Keberé and Prof. Diran 

Makinde from ABNE, Prof. Cissé from UO and Dr. Moussa 

Savadogo from ABNE 

http://www.nepadbiosafety.net/
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Group photo of part of participants 

 

 
A view of participants during the workshop   

NEPAD Agency ABNE team in partnership with the Program for Biosafety Systems enhanced the capacity of 15 

members of the National Biosafety Authority in Basic Biotechnology and Biosafety, Risk Assessment and 

science based Decision Making from 22 to 23 March, 2016 at Sagana Getaway, Kenya. 

 

Capacity Building of Kenya National Biosafety Board Members 

on Environmental Risk Assessment and Food/Feed Safety 

 

In the pre-workshop period, ABNE facilitated expert comments on the Biosafety Directives by partners such as 

ICGEB and PBS. During the workshop the participants appraised these comments and incorporated them into the 

directives as appropriate. In the review meeting, it was proposed and agreed that the seven directives be abridged 

into five merging the directives on Transport and Storage into one and the directives on Risk Management and 

Accidental Release in another.  

Participants strongly proposed that the socio-economic parameter should be removed from risk assessment and be 
considered in the decision making process as appropriate. Decision on this shall be made in consultation with higher 
officials at the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Climate Change. 
 
The English versions of the final Biosafety Directives shall be edited and translated into Amharic and also circulated 
to partners as soon as they are approved. 
 

http://www.nepadbiosafety.net/
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 Group photo of participants 

 

African Biosafety Coordination Initiative Annual Meeting in 

Nairobi, Kenya 

This critical role and responsibility 
of KNBA was constrained by the 
fact that    KNBA had just recruited 
four new members to replace four 
whose term had expired in the last 
quarter of 2015. Considering the 
scientific background of the new 
board members It  was imperative 
that the Boardôs capacity is 
enhanced to sustain their 
objectivity in considerations of 
GMOs applications.   
 
Kenya NBA approval of the events 

in the  Bt maize for National Plant 

Trials (NPT), was a step towards 

commercial release of the product. 

NBA will make a decision on Bt 

cotton soon. These two crops if 

successful commercialized will 

benefit small scale farmers in 

Kenya.  

 

The objective of the workshop was to strengthen the capacity of the regulatory agencies and the members of 
the Board of management to review and make decisions on environmental release application base on proven 
scientific information.  
 
During the last quarter of 2015, the Kenya National Biosafety Authority (KNBA) received two applications for 

consideration for commercial release comprising of Bt maize and Bt cotton.  Although the Kenya National 

Biosafety Authority (KNBA)  submits applications to experts on the subject for technical Review, KNBA is the 

final decision body on approvals of events in the crop for all applications pertaining to GMOs.   

NEPAD Agency ABNE, IFPRIôs Program for Biosafety Systems (PBS) and other biosafety service providers 

organized a coordination meeting on biosafety capacity building in Africa. The meeting took place from 8 ï 9 

March, 2016 in Nairobi and gathered participants from national biosafety offices, science communication 

experts and product developers. 

The main objective of this meeting was to bring together leading biotechnology and biosafety stakeholders to 

share experiences and analyze the key capacity building needs and emerging challenges regarding the 

development and implementation of workable regulatory frameworks at the national and sub-regional levels. 

http://www.nepadbiosafety.net/
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NEPAD Agency ς African Biosafety Network of Expertise 
University of Ouagadougou, 06 BP 9884 Ouagadougou 06, Burkina Faso 

Tel: +226 25 33 15 01 

Email: abne@nepadbiosafety.net; Website: http://nepad-abne.net/  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/African-Biosafety-Network-of-Expertise/ 

Twitter:  https://twitter.com/NEPAD_ABNE 

 

Upcoming events 

¶ 26 ï 29 April :  Training workshop and technical support for application review and decision making on 
CFTs  in Ethiopia 

¶ 17 ï 20 May: Training workshop on biosafety application dossier review and decision making for general 
release in Malawi 

¶ 16 ï 19 May: Sensitization of major stakeholders to manage any fallouts from the passage of the 
regulations and guidelines in Ghana 

¶ 13 ï 17 June: Media personnel training in biosafety communication in Togo 

¶ 21 ï 24 June: Training  Kenya Regulatory Agencies- NEMA, KEPHIS, PCBP,  Variety Release Committee 
on Biosafety for Commercial Release and Decision Making 

¶ 27 ï 31 June: Practical hands-on technical training on handling application for general release. 

meeting to find ways to consolidate achievements and 

address the various challenges emerging from the 

Initiative five focus countries (Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, 

Nigeria and Tanzania). Participants acknowledged that 

this meeting was one of the most successful ever, since 

the start of the coordination meeting that dates back to 

2009. The decisions taken are expected to make greater 

impact, especially with the planned joint activities to be 

carried out in the different countries. 

 

 

 
 

The meeting also aimed on the one hand to 

strengthen the alignment among biosafety service 

providers and stakeholders to build future 

collaborative efforts in biosafety capacity development 

and on the other hand to identify action steps and 

responsibilities to move biotechnology and biosafety 

agenda forward in Africa. 

Several group discussions were also held during the 

 

 

Group photo of participants 
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